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in large numbers, and many of them feed on bacteria. It fs
probable, however, that certain of them feed saprophy-
tically and must therefore exert some influence on the soil
solution, though what this may be is entirely unknown.
Finally, as Nasir has shown, the protozoa play a part in
the complicated nitrogen cycle, and work of this type needs
extending.
Such, then, are a few of the outstanding problems that
confront the soil protozoologist; but he must always re-
member that the organisms he studies are but a small
fraction of the total, and that any influence affecting one
part of the complex will be reflected in another. As Prof.
Arthur Thomson said in his Gifford Lectures, " No creature
lies or dies to itself, there is no insulation. Long nutritive
chains often bind a series of organisms together in the very
fundamental relation that one kind eats the others/' Such
nutritive chains obtain in the soil as markedly as in other
haunts of living creatures.
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